
 

NATIONAL STANDARDS UPDATE 
Over the last few months you will have become aware 
of the introduction of National Standards for primary 
and intermediate schools in New Zealand. Recently, 
some information in the media has been confusing 
some parents. At Peninsula Primary School we have 
been working with Ministry of Education contractors to 
gradually implement the new standards. 
 
National Standards are not national tests. They are a 
set of goals to aim at in reading, writing and 
mathematics. Everyone knows that children do not all 
progress in a steady, straightforward way. Their rate 
of progress can change within weeks. At Peninsula 
Primary School we  aim to help students progress as 
far as they  can, whether that means meeting 
standards or not. 
 
To determine where a student stands in relation to 
standards, we will continue to use the same 
assessments we always have and we will add any 
more that will help clarify a students position on a 
learning continuum. These additional tools will not be 
tests. 
 
Our most immediate task is to develop our end of 
year report so that it clearly indicates, in plain 
language, how students are achieving in comparison 
to the National Standards.   
 
HOMEWORK SURVEY 
The last check of responses showed more than 70 
responses had been made, which is very pleasing, 
and helpful for analysis of any matter. The survey will 
closed on Monday evening and the results will be 
displayed around school and in the next newsletter. 
 

                                       
                                      Newsletter No. 24 August 2010 
 
Greetings, Tena Koutou e hoa ma, hello parents and friends of the school,  talofa lava, malo e lelei, fakalofa 
lahi atu…………………  

Return slip 
I have received and read Newsletter No.3    Childs Name………………………………………Room……….. 
 
Signed ……………………………………………….Parent/Guardian 

Our focus of study for Term 3 is: 

 
Enduring Understandings: 

1. Effective communication leads to deeper 
understanding. 

2. Communication is necessary to link all living 
things. 

Essential Questions: 
1. What is communication? 
2. Why do living things communicate? 

 
PENINSULA PRIMARY SCHOOL SPEECH 
FINALS 2010 
Last Wednesday the school gathered in the hall to 
see who would represent us in the cluster finals . 
Once again we were very fortunate in having Ms 
Paulette Bullot, head of English at Rutherford 
College, to help decide who were the best speakers 
on the day. All the finalists would be worthy 
representatives of our school, but by the tiniest of 
margins Tyla Sutherland and Elijah Manu were 
selected to speak at the main event.  
Well done to all the finalists.  
Samantha Harding,  Cross Garcia,  Zara Osborne, 
Sam Brooking and Tianna Creevey 
 
Well done too to all students who made a good job 
of their speech. I know the standard of work was 
very high. 
The teachers’ professional development in writing 
was an integral part of our speech preparation. 
Students learned a lot through some great teaching 
of persuasive writing. 
 
The Year 3/4 students held their finals on Monday 
23 August.  Congratulations to Raymond Zhang for 
being placed first and Lilly Close who was the 
runner-up. The Year 1 / 2 students will hold theirs 
finals on Friday 27 August. 
 




