
 

Teachers have worked intensively during recent staff 
meetings on: 

• Gathering assessment data effectively 
• Using literacy progression resources 
• Empowering students to discuss next learning 

steps with their teachers 
• Improving the way teachers model writing 

tasks 
• The most effective ways of forming work 

groups to meet student learning needs. 
Work has been done in the context of persuasive 
writing.  Here are two examples: 
Emily Smith Room 9…… 
All children should walk to school. 
I disagree, because they could meet a stranger on the 
way, catch a cold or the flu from people sneezing. 
They may get run over because the road is too busy.  
Dogs could bite them.  Bullies might scare them.  
They may get tired and fall asleep in class. There are 
lots of reasons why I disagree that all children should 
walk to school. I live in a new area and I don’t want to 
walk by myself until I know the area well enough. I 
think all children should be safe. 
 
Alice Pope Room 9….. 
All children should walk to school. 
No I definitely do not agree with children walking to 
school.  All right now let me explain. If I lived quite far 
away from school I may get there at morning tea time. 
Or it might have been 3 degrees and you were only 
wearing a long sleeve top and jeans. Man that would 
be cold. 
And here’s another reason. Imagine if you had to 
cross a road and it was very, very busy and 
dangerous. I wouldn’t like to do that. I’d get run over. 
And perhaps you were riding your bike, and you were 
going very fast, and suddenly a car came rushing out 
of a driveway and you couldn’t stop in time. You 
know, that could really be dangerous. But my Nana 
told me that it is really very unsafe. So I think that it is 
very unsafe to walk to school, and I think I’ll go in the 
car.  
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Greetings, Tena Koutou e hoa ma, hello parents and friends of the school,  talofa lava, malo e lelei, fakalofa 
lahi atu…………………  

Return slip 
I have received and read Newsletter No.2     Childs Name………………………………………Room……….. 
 
Signed ……………………………………………….Parent/Guardian 

Our focus of study for Term 3 is: 

        
Enduring Understandings: 

1. Effective communication leads to deeper 
understanding. 

2. Communication is necessary to link all living 
things. 

Essential Questions: 
1. What is communication? 
2. Why do living things communicate? 

Term three seems to be passing as quickly as 
Terms one and two at the busy place that is 
Peninsula Primary School.  Classes are well into 
their work around the concept of communication 
and co-curricular work is also in full swing.  
Musicians are preparing for the Auckland Junior 
Music Contest, talented art students are being 
selected for Lopdell House and Corbans 
Workshops, ’ Enviro Crusaders’ are hard at work 
making murals, sports teams are preparing for 
various competitions and all students are working 
on speeches, a strong focus at our school. 
 
Teachers continue to work hard on our professional 
development focus of literacy / writing with most 
staff meetings given over to this at the moment.  
This work came from analysis of assessment data 
in this subject, and efforts are directed at getting all 
students to meet the benchmarks that are national 
standards.  For your information, posters setting out 
national standards are displayed in the school foyer, 
hall foyer, and Artroom window and Room 14 
window. 
 
NATIONAL STANDARDS –  
The main focus of our professional development, at 
present, is writing. ‘Students will all progress 
towards meeting National Standards for their age’, 
as stated in Peninsula Primary Schools Strategic 
Plan. 




