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Welcome to our Free social English conversation 
group for new English speakers. Come along to 
meet new people and practice speaking English. 
Te Atatu Community Centre Cnr Te Atatu Rd and 
Harbourview Rd Thursday 1.00pm – 2.30pm 
The group of new English speakers would welcome 
people who speak quite good English as well as those 
who are beginning to learn.  Please contact Lynne 
846 0398 if you think you can help. 
 
Parent Reading Programme 
Next term Parent Reading begins and we are looking 
for helpers.  If any parents are able to help  on a 
Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday morning from  
9.10am – 10.15am  we would be very appreciative. 
The programme has been operating in our school for 
a number of years and is very successful.  It 
Involves listening to children read from a range of 
classes across the school. 
If you are able to help please contact the Office 
or Mrs Blackburn 
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Last chance for registration for 2010 season. Any 
players who wish to register to play this year must get 
their form in before 3.00pm Wednesday 24 March. 
After this time, no registrations can be accepted. 
The netball group are selling entertainment books for 
$65. The book is your guide to the best restaurants, 
hotel accommodation, attractions, sport and leisure 
activities.  The book is worth its weight in gold through 
the many discount tokens included. A portion of each 
sale goes to the netball funds.  Please contact the 
office if you are interested. 
 
Athletics date change…. 
The change of date for our Zone Athletics was 
beyond our control.  We apologize for any 
inconvenience caused. The new date is 
Wednesday 24 March. 
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Greetings, Tena Koutou e hoa ma, hello parents and friends of the school,  talofa lava, malo e lelei, fakalofa 
lahi atu…………………��

Return slip 
I have received and read Newsletter No.      Childs Name………………………………………Room……….. 
 
Signed ……………………………………………….Parent/Guardian 
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This concept will be Social Studies and Health 
based.  The understandings are that: 

·  Responsibility affects choices and decisions. 
·  Values underpin responsibilities. 

Our students will look at what responsibility is and 
what could happen without responsibility. 
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In this newsletter I would like to inform you about 
the iniitiatives we are involved in.  Peninsula 
Primary is an Enviroschool and also a pilot school 
for ‘Garden to Table’ , based on the programme 
headed by Stephanie Alexander,  the Australian 
Scheme ‘Garden to Kitchen’. 
 
Enviroschools engage young people in creating 
healthy, peaceful and sustainable schools and 
communities. Students learn by working on real 
projects that involves decision-making, planning, 
budgeting, implementation and monitoring. 
 
‘Garden to Table’  has similar aims but a key aim is 
that children learn about good nutrition. The 
‘Garden to Table’  programme works to introduce 
kitchen gardens in primary schools so that as many 
as possible can experience the widest possible 
range of delicious, fresh foods necessary to build 
healthy bodies.  The broadening of experience 
leads to children making better choices for the rest 
of their lives. 
 
At Peninsula Primary School we are piloting 
‘Garden to Table’ in the Year 5 / 6 syndicate.  If you 
would like to know more about this programme, 
displays will be ready for viewing next Wednesday 
in our school hall. 



  

Enviroschool News…… 
Last year our school began a journey towards 
becoming an Enviroschool.  An Enviroschool is a 
school that is working towards being as 
environmentally sustainable as possible.  This 
process takes time, but every step we take helps 
the environment, and teaches our children how to 
live in a more sustainable way.  So far, we have 
made worm farms and compost bins, built some 
gardens and completed a waste audit to find out 
how we can reduce our waste. 
 
To help with the planning and development of 
projects across the school, Enviroschool leaders 
have been nominated from each class.  This week 
our leaders met with our organic project mentor  
Dee Pigneguy.  She went through our garden with 
us and we took out some tomatoes, potatoes and 
basil that had been growing for awhile, and we 
planted some strawberries.  We now have some 
areas ready for planting our winter vegetables. 
We also turned our compost over and mulched and 
watered the whole garden.  It was a great time and 
we learned heaps about gardening. 
 

 
 
Peninsula Primary’s Donation Station …… 
A place for the school to advertise for the help and 
resources that we need. 
 
Do you have any spare plates, bowls, knives, forks 
or spoons? Our garden to table programme would 
willingly accept any donations.  Donations can be 
brought to the office. 

·  Do you have an interest and some   
      experience in gardening?                             
·  Do you want to work with children 
      and have some spare time?   If you                                
      answered yes, we need you!        
·  Any interested people can contact 

Malcolm Whittaker, our caretaker 
 

 Lateness 
The teaching staff has raised some concern that many 
students are arriving late for school on a fairly regular 
basis.  Unfortunately this is a situation that can have a 
negative effect on the education of not only those 
students who are late, but also the other students in 
class. 
 
What impact does being late have on the student? 
Students who are late miss a lot of instructions and 
information about what is happening, not to mention 
important learning situations.  This means that they 
have to catch up somehow.  It’s like being late to see a 
movie and not being able to understand what is 
happening because you don’t know who the characters 
are and what the plot is.  Students can feel unsettled, 
disorganized and unhappy for the rest of the day and it 
can take them some time to complete and understand 
the work they have missed. 
 
How does it affect the other students in the class? 
Students who are late have an unsettling effect on the 
rest of the class.  Because not all students arrive at 
once, the interruptions go on until the last student is 
settled.  Students who are often late have things that 
need to be done prior to them joining the class and this 
causes even more disruption.  Sometimes other 
students have to wait to get the teacher’s attention and 
important issues can be forgotten. 
 
Why does student lateness cause difficulties for the 
teacher? 
The teacher has a certain amount of material and 
activities to cover each lesson.  Also, organisational 
issues are usually dealt with at the beginning of the day.  
Teachers can become increasingly frustrated when late 
students continually and repeatedly interrupt their 
planned routines, as they have to stop teaching to deal 
with the issues involved. 
 
We are all human.  Cars can break down and 
unexpected situations can occur.  We know that family 
morning routines are not always straightforward.  If you 
are experiencing problems, speak to us, as we may be 
able to offer suggestions to help.  We are happy to 
accept that students will be late on the odd occasion 
because of unforeseen circumstances.  However, 
arriving late on a regular basis is unacceptable. 
Remember, being half an hour late to school each 
day from New Entrants to Year 10 adds up to 
missing the equivalent of one year and one and half 
terms of school. 
 
Important dates to remember…… 
March 22 and 25 Bike safety Year 5/6 
March 24  Zone Athletics 
April 1   Last day Term 1 
 
 
 


